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DISTRICT STARS
Here is some of the recent feedback we’ve received for Arts-in-Education and Exploratory Enrichment programs. Your online evaluations are an 
invaluable resource for Eastern Suffolk school districts. Thanks so much to the following ‘district stars’ for sharing their views.

Title Artist/Art Organization Website Target Audience

Adventure Park The Adventure Park on Long Island www.longislandadventurepark.org 1-12

Bubblemania Science, Art,Comedy Seth Bloom www.bubblemania.com K-6

A is For Apple, A is for Art Cleveland Museum of Art www.clevelandart.org/dl K-1

Erik’s Amazing Animal Edventure Erik’s Reptile Edventures www.edventureshow.com K-12

Washington, Williamsburg Field Trip Gerber Tours, Inc. www.gerbertours.com 6-12

The Musical Adventures of  HaborSide Productions, LLC www.engemantheater.com PreK-3
    Flat Stanley

Sounds of the Earth Darius Kaufmann www.journeyswithsound.com K-12

Raku Workshop Mars Pottery Ltd. www.marspottery.net 7-12

Monkey Kingdom National Amusements Inc. www.showcasecinemas.com K-12

History Alive at Old Bethpage Treasurer of Nassau County www.nassaucountyny.gov 1-12 
   Restoration Village     – Old Bethpage Village

Top Ten ArTs-In-ed progrAms for AprIl
Favorite programs among Suffolk school districts

Did you know?
April 29th is the last day  

we can accept Contract Requests for this school year.

Sebastiao Salgado – International Center of Photography 
We saw the exhibit Sebastiao Salgado: Genesis, an eight-year study of over 200 black and white photographs of wildlife, landscapes, and people.
Its goal was to raise public awareness of environmental issues and climate change. In addition to being a phenomenal body of work for students 
to observe and discuss, it is also a vital topic for our planet. It transcends the art of photography into the global community. The students were so 
excited to discuss what they saw. Thank you for sharing this amazing artist with us. – Melissa Bussewitz, art teacher,  Longwood HS, Longwood  

Trial of Goldilocks – Junior JDs
This program gives students an understanding of our judicial system as well as the court house. It educates them about the roles of the members in 
the court room (ie, court reporters, attorneys, judge). Our trip to the court house was more easily understood. – Victoria Corso, Special Ed teacher, 
Hiawatha School, Sachem

This presentation was also made in Bay Shore, Bayport/Blue Point, Half Hollow Hills, Smithtown, South Huntington, and West Babylon.
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Internet and Technology Safety – Internet Safety Concepts
This program had some powerful information; there was a lot to be learned. It covered technology and the digital footprints, which children are 
leaving and they don’t even realize it. This program gave children a serious lesson on technology and our world today, focusing on the need not 
to share certain things online, the personal ramifications of using social media for the wrong reasons, and how to safely and respectfully use 
technology. Great performance! Parents would really benefit from this too – very informative. – Karen Petruzzelli, PTA president, West Hollow MS, 
Half Hollow Hills 
Longwood HS students also experienced this program.

Griots in Concert – Yaffa Cultural Arts
This was an excellent cultural experience, but most of all, it was great way to reinforce listening skills when students are asked to follow along 
without an actual book or pictures from a book. Storytelling is a great way for students to listen carefully, retell what they heard, and share what 
they imagined. – Maria Rodriguez, dual language kindergarten teacher, South Huntington

Be a District Star…
and advocate for your Arts-in-Education programs! Your school can be featured in District Stars. Just submit an online evaluation for recent arts-

in-education and exploratory enrichment programs. In addition, we encourage schools to send us a summary paragraph, describing the program’s 

impact on student learning and curriculum connection, and/or a digital photo to Carol Brown at cbrown@esboces.org

Long IsLand aIE nEws

Long Island Media Arts Show Marks 25th Anniversary
Arts-in-Education co-sponsored the 25th Annual LI Media Arts Show 
on March 27th at Five Towns College. Twenty-five Long Island High 
Schools participated in the event, with almost 600 students presenting 
their media artwork and hundreds more in attendance to see the depth, 
breadth, and caliber of the work their classmates and peers across Long 
Island have created. At the show, students are exhibiting their media 
artwork, usually for the first time, to experts and professional in the field 
as well as to other media arts students. More than 65 professionals in 
the field – from photographers to videographers to the Suffolk County 
Film Commission to Graphic Artists – evaluated student work, gave 
critical and instructive feedback and suggestions to students as they 
selected 20 videos and computer animations along with 50 photographs 
and computer graphics as Best in Show. Said Carol Brown, administrative coordinator for arts-in-education and 

show co-chairperson, “Many thanks to the teachers and students for 
a remarkable show. The quality of the artwork, as the evaluators said, 
was impressive. This is due to 
the expertise and diligence of 
the media arts teachers as well 
as the students’ passion for film, 
photography, and graphic arts. The 
work the teachers do for and with 
their students is extraordinary.”

Heather Toomey, photography 
teacher from East Islip Schools 
noted, “The Media Arts is such 
a wonderful opportunity and my 
students always have a wonderful 
time and a valuable learning 
experience.” Julia Torchia, student Figure 1 – Sara Falco, Lindenhurst High School

Figure 2 – Samantha Nelson, Lindenhurst HS

Carol Brown, ESBOCES and Diana Cherryholmes, Dir. SC 
Cultural Affairs
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Long IsLand aIE nEws (continued)

at Nassau BOCES’ Barry Tech, “didn’t expect the show to be so good. I liked 
experiencing other’s pieces [sic] and learned how to take feedback from 
judges.” Barry Tech’s Jonathan Arevalo “learned that this industry is filled with 
talented minds.” Hempstead High School’s Jada Spires noted, “I might take 
film for college. It made me enjoy making films even more.” A dozen or so of 
the Best in Show videos, after review by the Suffolk County Film Commission, 
will be exhibited at the First Exposure student film festival later this Spring. 
First Exposure takes place on Sunday May 17, 2015 at Huntington Cinema 
Arts.

Next year’s Long Island Media Arts Show will be held on Friday, April 1, 2016 
at Five Towns College.

Teaching Artists and Cultural Organizations Institute
Eastern Suffolk BOCES Art-in-Education program has completed a four-year, 
federal education study of creativity in learning. The study showed that a 
partnership between a school and artistic/cultural organization is a key 
to providing a rich education. In preparation for a new US Department of 
Education study, ESBOCES AIE hosted an institute for teaching artists and 
cultural organizations in March. 

During the two full-day program, Laura Reeder, assistant professor at the 
Massachusetts College of Art, and Carol Brown, supervisor at ESBOCES 
AIE, shared some of the best practices for artistic/cultural organization and 
school partnerships. Participants – a diverse group of teaching artists and 
cultural organization staff members from Long Island, New York City and 
upstate New York – learned and practiced strategies for aligning the artistic/
cultural experience with the new Common Core Standards for the Arts and 
21st Century skills. Throughout the two-day program, the artists and cultural 
site members had the opportunity to learn, reflect and share as a group  
(see photos, right).

All participants completing the two days of training received a certificate of 
participation. Some of the institute’s participants may be hired to work on the 
current federal grant project in Eastern Suffolk County.

q Aesthetic view

q Analytical mind

q Independence

q Determination

q Patience

q Self-discipline

q Memorizes

q Speak articulately 

q Listen introspectively

q Observe keenly

q Work well under pressure

q  Accept close scrutiny  
and criticism

q  Respond well to  
the unexpected

q  Concentrate and practice  
for long periods

q  Communicate emotions/ 
ideas creatively

q  Analyze/interpret the emotions and 
motives of others

q  Experience good health, physical 
stamina, body coordination

q  Relate to those with  
different backgrounds

q Accept the attention of others

Performing Arts Checklist
Here’s a list* of college- and life-prep values, personal qualities and skills that can be gained from a theater arts experience. 
Clip and save for assessing the strengths of a theater arts program.

* This list is published with permission from Suffolk County Community College Theatre Arts department.
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arts advocacy nEws

Tomorrow’s Leaders Make Art Today
California artist and educator Stacey Goodman believes student 
artists are “given a rigorous education for developing a wide range 
of leadership skills.” In a recent Edutopia article, Mr. Goodman shares 
what he sees as the seven leadership skills (and life skills) fostered by 
the arts. The seven skills are:
 • Creativity

 • Risk Taking

 • Learning to be Yourself

 • Learning the Power of Myths and Symbols

 • Observation Skills

 • Project Planning 

 • Collaboration and Appropriation

To read an explanation of each of these benefits of arts training, visit  
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/7-leadership-skills-fostered-arts-
education-stacey-goodman

natIonaL aIE nEws

Students Turned Around
At a recent AEMDD Project Directors Meeting, entitled Deconstructing 
the Arts: Implementation to Outcomes, Rachel Goslins, executive director 
of the President’s Committee on the Arts and the Humanities, reported 
on the progress being made by the Turnaround Arts Initiative. According 
to Ms. Goslins, the AEMDD project has seen the following outcomes:
 •  Through the arts, students are finding their strengths. There has 

been an increase in attendance and fewer disciplinary problems.

 •  Arts integration is the tool putting kids on the right path

 •  Kids are staying in the classroom because they are engaged and 
want to be there

 •  Positive, nurturing, creative environment

 •  Singing at the White House

 •  Every child has something to give

 •  We’re educating kids and changing lives

Ms. Goslin stressed that the Turnaround Arts program has been 
successful because of support from USDOE funding. “This is a school 
reform program, not an arts-funded one.” The program is managed by 
the NEA and the Americans of the Arts. Ms. Goslin also emphasized the 
importance of ownership; the program has become part of the school 
identity. “By mastering something new, the school community thinks it’s 
theirs. It’s important for schools to have high expectations.”The deadline 
for submission of session proposals is April 28, 2014.

Eight schools participated in the pilot phase of the Turnaround Arts 
initiative. Improvements, which have been tracked by external researchers, 
have been demonstrated in academic and performance of students. At 
http://turnaroundarts.pcah.gov/media-page/ you’ll find a series of video 
clips on the project’s activities.

Arts Activities Support Learning Across the Curriculum
The Normal Park Museum Magnet School in Chattanooga, TN, offers an 
arts-rich and student-centered learning experience across the curriculum, 
according to Eduptopia. You can view summaries, short videos, and how-
to information for the following activities…

Using Exhibits as Assessments
http://www.edutopia.org/practice/learning-expeditions-rethinking 
-field-trips

Rethinking Field Trips
http://www.edutopia.org/practice/learning-expeditions-rethinking 
-field-trips

Travel Journals: Student-Created Textbooks
http: / /www.edutopia .org/pract ice/c reat ing-t rave l - journals- 
assess-learning

Art Boosts Science Retention
“Do you still sing the alphabet when you need to recall the order of 
letters?” asks Mariale Hardiman in a recent ARTSblog post. “Do you 
recite the ‘Thirty Days Hath September…’ poem when trying to remember 
the number of days in a month?” Ms. Hardiman, a faculty member at the 
Johns Hopkins University School of Education, says we often recall catchy 
songs more readily than the facts learned for a long-ago assessment. 

With this in mind, Ms. Hardiman and her colleagues compared arts-
integrated science units with conventional science units among 20 
Grade 5 classes. Preliminary findings suggest that students – especially 
struggling readers – retained more after arts-integrated science 
instruction than following conventional instruction. Moreover, when the 
students who received arts-integrated science lessons were then taught 
in conventional ways, the previously-gained arts skills helped them 
learn the new material. To learn more about this study, visit http://blog.
artsusa.org/2015/03/16/new-reasons-to-teach-and-learn-through-the-
arts/. It’s important for schools to have high expectations. To read how 
dance can be used to teach the life stages of the monarch butterfly, see 
Web Views in this issue of The Star.

Video Games: Brought to You by Art and Math
Michigan sixth- and seventh-graders are learning the importance of math 
and language in the creation of traditional and computer-generated art. 
In a class called “Art/Technology,” students learn art fundamentals three 
days a week and create computer-generated designs, games and puzzles 
the other two days. “It’s kind of like they’re learning two subjects in 
one semester,” explains teacher Janice Buchanan. To read the full article, 
visit http://www.mlive.com/news/jackson/index.ssf/2015/03/springport_
class_combines_trad.html



5

Program ProfILE

North Babylon Students Experience China at the NCMA
Recently, North Babylon Grade 3 students traveled to the Nassau County 
Museum of Art to view China Then and Now. The exhibit, which was 
arranged in three galleries, explored 300 years of Chinese art. Among 
the pieces on display were large-scale classical stone sculptures, blue-
and-white porcelains from the Ming and Qing eras, and ink paintings by 
Beijing artist Liu Dan (born 1953). Here’s a sample of the enthusiastic 
letters written by the students..

A Standout Anti-Bullying Assembly
Sagamore Middle School (Sachem) and Hampton Bays Secondary 
School students recently experienced No More Victims by All Access 
Production. The Speak Life Event, which was created to give voice to 
the silent victims of bullying and to challenge all students to stand 
up, speak up and defend those being victimized, features original 

music, hip hop and Broadway style dances, and interactive videos to  
engaged students. Below is some of the feedback we received after the 
recent presentations:

“This program was a great anti-bullying presentation. It correlates with 
the social studies and Covey curriculum. We learn about leadership 
and the ideas of multicultural awareness and acceptance, which this 
program supports.” – Jessica Williams, teacher, Sagamore MS

“I completely enjoyed the program, but more importantly, all of 
my 8th grade students talked about how much they loved it and 
really understood the message. Thank you.” – Patty Scaturro, math 
teacher, Sagamore MS

“This was an excellent presentation. It is important for students to 
understand how their actions impact their lives and other people’s 
lives.” – Dan Zilberstein, guidance counselor, Sagamore MS

“This was an excellent way to talk about a tough subject that must be 
addressed. It was highly engaging and relatable to this age group. The 
student feedback was all positive; in fact, many want to see it again.”  
– Susan Dee, ELA teacher, Sagamore MS

“This was an incredible program. My students left the event feeling 
energetic and excited about their role in making a difference. One 
of the very best assemblies we’ve had. I hope we continue to see 
this program yearly.” – Gustavsen teacher, Sagamore MS

“This was a highly effective anti-bullying program designed to 
promote student awareness and opportunities for cultural change in the 
school community.” – Christopher Richardt, principal, Hampton Bays  
Secondary School

To learn more about this Speak Life Event, visit http://www.allaccess 
productions.org/

CALL FOR REVIEWS OF RESIDENCY PROGRAMS

Residencies offer some of the most valuable Arts-in-Education experiences, giving students ongoing, sustained learning with artists and 
specialists in the arts fields. To honor the value of residencies, ESBOCES Arts-in-Ed will highlight these types of experiences in this monthly 
newsletter. Please send us a few paragraphs, photos (if available, and always w/ releases, please) to help us herald the residencies you are 

offering your students. Email Carol Brown at cbrown@esboces.org

mark your caLEndar…
April 30.    LI Student Shakespeare Festival. For information, visit http://studentshakespearefestival.blogspot.com or email Jeff Dailey: 

Dpmusicart@aol.com

May 19.   Conference for Kids. SCC Riverhead Campus. Contact: Carol Brown cbrown@esboces.org

August 12 & 13.    Uncommon Approaches to the Common Core. Albany, NY



6

WEB VIEWS

Quote of Month

“Art is a necessity – an essential part of our enlightenment process. We cannot,  
as a civilized society, consider ourselves enlightened with the arts.”

– Ken Danby, painter

Editors
Susan Neale      Diane Bloxon      Carol Brown 

www.esboces.org/AIE

Please submit articles and items of interest to  

Carol Brown: cbrown@esboces.org

631-286-6989 (voice) • 631-286-6991 (fax)

EdItorIaL staff:

NEW INITIATIVE TO SPREAD THE WORD ABOUT THE ARTS
Americans for the Arts has introduced a new comprehensive, three-year initiative to increase understanding of the value of the arts and the 
investment in it. Entitled Transforming America’s Communities through the Arts, the $10.5 million initiative intends to help leaders and the  
public recognize the arts and cultural as the cornerstone for creating and sustaining healthier, more vibrant communities across America. For 
more information, visit http://www.americansforthearts.org/news-room/americans-for-the-arts-news/americans-for-the-arts-unveils-new-
initiative-transforming-america%E2%80%99s-communities-through-the-arts

DANCE LIKE A BUTTERFLY
This spring many Long Island students will be studying the life cycle of butterflies. The Kennedy Center’s ArtsEdge offers teachers and their 
students an opportunity to communicate the different stages of the life cycle of the monarch butterfly through dance. To learn more and view  
the  science-arts lesson plan, visit http://artsedge.kennedy-center.org/educators/lessons/grade-k-2/Butterfly_Dance.aspx

IS IT SCIENCE OR ART?
In a recent National Endowment for The Arts’ Art Works Blog, artist-biologist Brandon Ballengée talks about his dual profession. Dr. Ballengée, 
who holds a PhD in Ecological Understanding through Transdisciplinary Art and Participatory Biology, teaches science, biology and ecology to 
art students at the School of Visual Arts in New York City. “We are at a really interesting moment in cultural history,” he says. “There is so much 
more art and science programming than ten or 20 years ago… It’s common knowledge that people do benefit from this kind of cross-pollination 
and get inspired.” To read more, visit http://arts.gov/art-works/2015/art-and-science-talk-artist-biologist-brandon-balleng%C3%A9e



Eastern Suffolk BOCES Board and Administration
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Lisa Israel
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Fred Langstaff
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 Dean T. Lucera Julie Davis Lutz, Ph.D.

Associate Superintendent
Barbara M. Salatto – Management Services

Associate Superintendent
Peggie Staib, Ed.D. – Educational Services

Assistant Superintendent
R. Terri McSweeney, Ed.D. – Human Resources

Directors/Managers
Keith Anderson – Building Services

Leah Arnold – Career, Technical and Adult Education
Kate Davern – Education and Information Support Services

Maureen Kaelin – Business Services
Colleen Lipponer – Administrative Services

Grant Nelsen – Technology Integration
Gina Reilly – Special Education

Darlene Roces – Regional Information Center
Candace White-Ciraco, Ed.D. – Planning and Program Improvement

www.esboces.org

Eastern Suffolk BOCES does not discriminate against any employee, student, applicant for employment, or candidate for enrollment on the basis of sex, gender, 
race, color, religion or creed, age, weight, national origin, marital status, disability, sexual orientation, military or veteran status, domestic violence victim status, 
genetic predisposition or carrier status, or any other classification protected by Federal, State, or local law. Eastern Suffolk BOCES also provides equal access 
to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. Inquiries regarding the implementation of applicable laws should be directed to either of the Eastern 
Suffolk BOCES Civil Rights Compliance Officers:  the Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources, 201 Sunrise Highway, Patchogue, NY 11772, 631-687-
3029, ComplianceOfficers@esboces.org; or the Associate Superintendent for Educational Services, 201 Sunrise Highway, Patchogue, NY 11772, 631-687-3056, 
ComplianceOfficers@esboces.org. Inquiries may also be addressed to the Office for Civil Rights at the US Department of Education, 32 Old Slip, 26th Floor, New 
York, NY 10005, 646-428-3800, OCR.NewYork@ed.gov.
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